SECTION 1330 - SIGNS

1330.01 Purpose . This Ordinance is established to protect and promote the health, safety
general welfare and order within the City of Circle Pines through the establishment of a comprehen-
sive and impartial series of standards, regulations, and procedures governing the erection, use
and display of devices, signs and symbols serving as visual communication media to persons
situated within or upon public rights-of-way or properties.

The provisions of this ordinance are intended to establish an opportunity for effective communica-
tion, and a sense of concern for visual amenities on the part of those designing, displaying or other-
wise utilizing needed communicative media of the types regulated by this ordinance; while at the
same time insuring that the public is not endangered, annoyed or distracted by the unsafe, disor-
derly, indiscriminate or unnecessary use of such communicative media.

1330.02 Definitions.

Subd. 1 Area of Freestanding Sign. The area of a freestanding sign includes the frame and
the area of the sign that contains the message. It does not include embellishments such as the
monument base, pole covers, framing or decorative roofing provided that there is no advertising
copy on or attached to such embellishments.

Subd. 2 Area of Wall Sign. The total area of the sign,
including all structures framing of the sign, background embellishments or the display surface the
message is drawn completely around.

Subd. 3 Banner Sign. Banner sign means a temporary sign constructed in the form of
durable and weather resistant material upon which copy is written and supported either between
poles or fastened to buildings or other structures.

Subd. 4 Bus Shelter Sign. Bus shelter sign means a sign on a bus shelter.

Subd. 5 City. City means the City of Circle Pines.
Subd. 6 City Council. City Council means the City Council of the City of Circle Pines.
Subd. 7 Clear Vision Triangle. Clear vision triangle means the area created by drawing an

imaginary line between points twenty-five (25) feet back from where the property lines of the inter-
section meet.

Subd. 8 Construction Sign. Construction sign means on-site sign designed to guide vehicu-
lar or pedestrian traffic that does not promote or advertise a business, property, or product.

Subd. 9 Directory Sign. Directory sign means a sign listing the names and locations of
occupants or activities conducted within a building or group of buildings that does not otherwise
promote or advertise a business, property, or product.

Subd. 10 Flashing Sign. Flashing sign means an illuminated sign on which the artificial light
is not maintained stationary or constant in intensity and color at all times when such sign is in use or
any sign which, by optical or mechanical means, appears to simulate a flashing sign.



Subd. 11 Freestanding Sign. Freestanding sing means any sign not affixed to a building
including, but not limited to, a ground-mounted sign, detached sign, pole sign, or monument
sign.

Subd. 12 Garage Sale Sign. Garage Sale sign or yard sign means a temporary sign
advertising a garage, yard or similar sale.

Subd. 13 Governmental Sign. Governmental sign means a sign which is erected by a
governmental unit for the purpose of directing, regulating, warning or guiding traffic or any sign
owned or erected by the City.

Subd. 14 Ground Sign. Ground sign means a sign that is mounted on the ground at-
tached either to footings or a base with no open space between the ground and the sign face.

Subd. 15 Home Occupation Sign. Home occupation sign means a sign that is located at
a residence advertising a business conducted in the residence or by persons residing in the
residence.

Subd. 16 llluminated Sign. llluminated sign means a sign illuminated with artificial light
by any means, whether internal or external.

Subd. 17 Inflatable Sign. Inflatable sign means any object enlarged or inflated which
floats, is tethered in the air, or is located on the ground or on a building and which promotes or
advertises a business, property, or project or activity.

Subd. 18 Menu/Order Board Sign. Menu/order board sign means a sign installed in a
drive-through facility and intended for drive-through customers that advertises the business, prod-
ucts or services available at the facility.

Subd. 19 Motion Sign. Motion sign means a sign that revolves, rotates, flashing or
changing lights, reflective material, any material that gives the illusion of motion, has any moving
parts, search lights used for advertising, or changes the message or display automatically.

Subd. 20 Non-Conforming Sign. Non-conforming sign means a sign which does not
conform to the newly enacted requirements of the ordinance.

Subd. 21 Non-residential Sign. Non-residential sign is a sign that is not located in any R
zones of the zoning map.

Subd. 22 On-site Directional Sign. On-site directional sign means an on-site designed
to guide vehicular or pedestrian traffic that does not promote or advertise a business, property
or product.

Subd. 23 Open House Directional Sign. Open house directional sign means a tempo-
rary sign, either on-site or off-site, which indicates the location of a private residence offered for
sale.




Subd. 24 Painted Sign. Painted sign means signs painted directly on buildings,
fences, trees, stone, wood, or similar objects.

Subd. 25 Palitical Sign. Political sign means a sign pertaining to an election to any
public office, any ballot measure, or containing any social, ideological or religious informa-
tion of a non-commercial nature.

Subd. 26 Portable Sign. Portable sign means a sign designed to be movable from
one (1) location to another with or without wheels.

Subd. 27 Projecting Sign. Projecting sign means a wall sign which protrudes hori-
zontally more than one (1) foot from the wall to which it is attached.

Subd. 28 Property. Property means a legal parcel of land or a lot of record.

Subd. 29 Property Line. Property line means the boundary of a property, lot or
parcel. Buildings on the same parcel may have an assumed property line, as established
by the City, for setback purposes.

Subd. 30 Real Estate Sign. Real estate sign means any sign pertaining to the sale,
lease, or rental of land or buildings.

Subd. 31 Residential Sign. Residential sign is a sign that is located within the R
zone of the zoning map.

Subd. 32 Right-of-Way. Means the area on, below, or above a public roadway,
highway, street, cart-way, bicycle lane and public sidewalk in which the City or County has
an interest, including other dedicated rights-of-way for travel purposes and utility easements
of the City and County.

Subd. 33 Roof Line. Roof line means (a) the top line of the outside wall on the flat
roof building, whether the roof is at or below the wall line or (b) the soffits or (c) the line
formed by the junction of the roof and the outside wall on a sloped roof without soffits.

Subd. 34 Roof Sign. Roof sign means a sign erected on the roof or above the roof
line of a building or a sign painted on or attached directly to the roof.

Subd. 35 Sign. Sign means any structure, figure, character, picture, decorative
lighting, neo lighting, attention-getting device and all of its component parts, which is used
or intended to be used to announce, declare, display, advertise, or otherwise communicate
to the public.

Subd. 36 Street Frontage. Street frontage means the proximity of the parcel of land
to one (1) or more streets. An interior lot has one (1) street frontage and a corner lot two(2)
street frontages.

Subd. 37 Safety Hazard. As used in this ordinance, Safety Hazard means any sign
or advertising structure which is a possible source of harm or danger to the public.

Subd. 38 Temporary Sign. Temporary sign means any sign designed or intended to
be displayed for a limited period of time.




Subd. 39 Wall. Wall means the vertical surface that defines the exterior boundary of the building.

Subd. 40 Wall Sign. Wall sign means a single-faced sign affixed to the exterior wall of the
building or structure.

Subd. 41 Window Sign. Window sign means any sign placed on the interior of a window, or
painted on a window such that it can be read from the outside of the building.

Subd. 42 Zoning Officer. The officer charged by the City Administrator with the administration
and enforcement of this ordinance.

1330.03 Sign Permit Required .

Subd. 1 Sign Permits. No sign shall hereafter be erected, re-erected or altered, including the
replacement of the business message, except permitted changeable copy signs, unless a permit for
each sign has been obtained, and unless no permit is required pursuant to Subsection 1330.034. Appli-
cations for sign permits shall be made in writing on forms furnished by the City. Such application shall
contain the location by street and number of the proposed sign structure, the erector, a scale drawing of
the sign indicating materials, copy, color, and location. The Zoning Officer may require filing of written
plans to be reviewed or other pertinent information where such information is necessary to insure com-
pliance with this Chapter and its intent. Maintenance of signs including repainting without changing the
wording, composition, size or colors; or minor non-structural repairs, (except electrical repairs) shall not
require a permit.

Sub. 2 Sign Permit Fees. Permit fees shall be in accordance with a fee schedule as adopted by
the Council. In addition to other penalties provided by this Chapter, a double fee shall be charged if a
sign is erected without first obtaining a permit for such sign and a permit is thereafter granted for the
sign.

1330.04 Exclusions. The following signs are not required to obtain a sign permit:
a. Contractor’s vans or trailer parked at a construction site during actual construction,
provided the primary use of the vehicle is for storage or office and that the advertis-
ing matter pertains only to the contractor.

b.  Owner’s name or other advertising on service or
delivery vehicles.

c.  Official traffic signs and signals.

d. Governmentally authorized historical markers and signs essential to provision of
governmental services.

e.  Official governmental information signs.

f. Interior signs and building directories not
readily visible from a public-right-of-way.

g. Name plates or identification signs under two (2)
Square feet in area bearing the name and/or address of the occupant.



h.  Smallsigns.

1. Signs shall not exceed four (4) square feet in area containing no advertising and dis-
played for convenience of the public to identify rest rooms and freight and service doors.

2. Entrances and exit signs may contain name of business and proper directional infor-
mation; i.e. enter or exit; and shall not exceed four, (4) square feet in area.

I. Signs for garage, yard, or similar household sales.
1. Signs shall be placed only on private property with the consent of the property owner.

2. The signs shall not exceed six(6) square feetin area and may not exceed four(4) feetin
height.

3. The signs may be displayed for no more than ten (10) days.
. One temporary, unlighted identification sign may be installed upon a construction site in any
district denoting the name of the owner, architect, engineer, financial institution, contractor and
subcontractor, provided that such signs do not exceed district area requirements for ground signs.

k. Political Signs.

1. Political signs shall be permitted on private property only, provided that the property
owner’s permission has been obtained.

2. A maximum area of nine (9) square feet for
each promise in a residential zone and maximum area of thirty-two (32) square feet in
a commercial or industrial zone.

3. These signs shall be located on private property and shall not be less than fifteen
(15) feet from the nearest edge of the pavement and fifty (50) feet from the nearest
curb line intersection of any street or road.

4, These signs may be erected beginning August 1, and removed no later than a ten (10)
days following the general election.

5. Signs placed in violation of this Section are Subject to immediate removal.

l.  Open House Directional Signs. Off-site open house directional signs for individual homes are
allowed subject to the following:
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5.

6.

Signs shall be erected for not more than forty-eight (48) continuous hours.
Such sign shall be freestanding, and shall not exceed six(6) square feet.
Maximum height shall be four(4) feet.

No more than three(3) signs for any single open house shall be displayed
within the City at any given time.

Open house directional signs shall not bePlaced on vehicles.

Signs shall be at least ten(10) feet from the curb or shoulder of the road.

m. Real Estate Signs. On-site real estate signs for the sale or lease of property are
allowed subject to following regulations:

1.

2.

o

One(1) sign per street frontage is allowed.

Residential signs are allowed six(6) square feet in area and six(6) feet
maximum height.

Non-residential signs are allowed thirty-two Square feet maximum in area
and twelve (12) Feet maximum height.

Real estate signs shall be removed upon sale or lease of the property.

Signs shall be at least ten(10) feet from the curb or shoulder of the road.

n. Security system signs. Signs identifying the presence of a security or alarm system
are allowed on the property containing the security or alarm system in question but
may not exceed two(2) square feet.

0. Home Occupation Signs. Signs that are advertising a business located at a resi-
dence may have one(1) non-illuminated sign not exceeding two(2) square feet and
no more than six(6) feet in height.

Prohibited Signs.  Itis unlawful to erect, reconstruct, alter, maintain or place the following

types of signs:

Bench signs.

Bus shelter signs.

Motion signs

Painted signs, signs painted directly on a building, fence, tree, stone,
or similar objects.

Projecting signs.

Right-of-way signs prohibited in public right-of-way except for govern-
ment signs or other signs specifically allowed by this chapter.

g. Roofsigns.

h.  Signs on utility poles

I.  Flashing signs.

apop
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J.  Exterior neon light signs.
k. Portable signs.
l.  Searchlights or beacons.

Permitted Signs — Districts.

Subd. 1 Ground Sign. One (1) ground sign not exceeding eighty (80) square feet in area may
be displayed advertising the business, service or product sold on the premises, and must be located on
the business, industrial or shopping center property.

a.

b.

C.

d.

The sign must be fifteen(15) feet from all property lines.
No sign shall be erected or maintained within the 25 foot clear vision triangle.
Maximum height of a ground sign is twenty(20) feet.

The sign shall not be erected or maintained any closer than three(3) feet to any building.

Subd. 2 Wall Sign. No more than one (1) wall sign is permitted on any one face of a business. On
properties with more than one street side, each business may display one (1) sign on each street on
which the land for such business abuts.

a.

The size of any such wall sign shall not exceed the lesser of fifty(50) square feet or five(5)
percent of the exterior wall area. In multiple use buildings, where the applicant does not
have frontage area, the wall sign shall not exceed the lesser of ten(10) percent of the floor
area of their business or fifty(50) square feet.

When a business has properties with more than one street side, one side of the building
may have a wall sign that shall not exceed lesser of fifty (50) square feet, or five(5) percent
of the exterior wall area, whichever is less. On the other street sides the wall sign may not
exceed twenty-five(25) square feet or two and one-half(2.5%) percent of the wall space.

Wall signs may be attached flat to or may project no more than twelve(12) inches.

No part of any wall sign shall extend above or beyond the peak of the roof, or beyond the
outline of the building or roof, as viewed from the front of the sign.

Subd. 3 On-Site Directional Signs.

One(1) directional sign is allowed for each one-way driveway.
One(1) directional sign is allowed for each drive through aisle.
One(1) directional sign is allowed for each service or delivery entrance.

Additional directional signs may be allowed if a need is demonstrated for proper traffic
flow.



The area of each sign shall not exceed six(6) square feet.

The height of the sign, including the pole or base, shall not exceed four(4) feet from grade
to the top of the sign.

The sign shall not be located so as to impair the vision of the driver of a vehicle traveling
either into, or out of, or through the site.

Subd. 4 Menu/order Board Signs.

a.

Every business with a drive-through restaurant facility is allowed two(2) menu/order board
signs.

The area of each sign shall not exceed fifty(50) square feet.

The height of the sign including the pole or base shall not exceed six(6) square feet from
grade to the top of the sign.

The sign shall be at least fifteen(15) feet from the property line and adjacent to the drive-
through aisle.

The sign shall not be located as to impair the vision of the driver of the vehicle traveling
either into, out of, or through the drive-through aisle.

Subd. 5 Gasoline Service Stations. In addition to the signs allowed by this section, the following
signs are allowed:

a.

b.

Signs that are part of the gasoline dispenser.

Signs identifying the location or operation of gas services, including but not limited to,
vacuum dispenser, air dispenser, ice, telephone, car wash, propane, self-serve, full-serve,
operating instructions and safety instructions shall not exceed six(6) square feet.

Gasoline price or other advertisement not to exceed two (2) square feet per pump. Such
signs must be located on or within five(5) of the pump island.

Subd. 6. Window Signs. The total area of window signs may not exceed fifty(50) percent of the
area of the window in which they are displayed.

Subd. 7 Buildings Having Multiple Occupancy.

a.

Buildings having two(2) or more activities carried on by different occupants shall have walll
signs of similar design. Future wall sign permits for multiple use buildings, including
shopping centers, shall be issued only after the building owners have submitted a compre-
hensive building wide sign plan approved by the City Council.



b. Multiple business buildings may be identified by a single ground sign.
C. Multiple business signs in the same building should be uniform in placement and height.

1330.07 Temporary Signs . All zoning districts are regulated according to the requirements set forth
below:

a. Temporary banner advertisement in the form of durable, weather resistant banners may be
erected with a sign permit provided:

b. All temporary banners shall be set back at least ten(10) feet from all property lines and in no
case shall be permitted within the twenty-five(25) foot clear vision triangle at public or pri-
vate streets or driveway intersections.

C. The total area of all temporary signs in the form of banners shall not exceed two-hun
dred(200) square feet.

d. Banners shall be allowed on existing fences, accessory buildings, and principal building
facades.

e. Each business shall be allowed a maximum of four(4) permits in the calendar year. Each

permit shall be for the maximum of one(1) calendar month. No permit shall be issued less
than thirty(30) days from the expiration. The permit fee shall be set by the City Council. No
temporary sign permit shall be issued to any business found to have violated the provisions
of the sign code two or more times in any twelve month period.

f. Temporary Signs. All zoning districts are regulated According to the requirements set forth.
Temporary special event signs may be displayed upon an issuance of a permit for not more
than seven(7) days and not more than one(1) time a year. Such signs include banners, air
inflatable devices, streamers and other signs approved by the City. All temporary signs
shall be set back at least ten(10) feet from all property lines and in no case shall be permit-
ted within the twenty-five(25) foot clear vision triangle at public or private streets or drive-
way intersections. All temporary signs shall be in the form of durable construction, weather
resistant and in good condition.

1330.08 Areas of Added Design.

a. It is recognized that regulations provided in this chapter cannot address all potential
sign situations.

b. The Council may or may not permit a sign with special regulations for signs which
are either more or less restrictive than those provided by this Chapter.

1330.09 Non-conforming Signs . On properties where non-conforming signs existed prior to the adop-
tion of this Ordinance, the erection of new signs or relocated signs shall only be permitted when the
sign(s) is/are consistent with this Chapter. Erection of new signs, improvements of existing signs, repair
of signs other than routine maintenance, or relocated signs shall be permitted only when all signs at that
location are consistent with the terms of this Chapter.




1330.10 Enforcement.

a. If the Zoning Officer shall find that any permanent sign regulated herein is unsafe
or insecure, or adversely affects the health, safety, and general welfare of the
public, or has been constructed or erected, or is being maintained, in violation of
the provisions of this ordinance; the Zoning Officer shall give written notice by
mail to the permittee and/or owner of the sign thereof.

b. If the permittee or owner of the sign fails to remove or alter the structure so as to
comply with the standards herein set forth within fourteen(14) days after such
mailing notice, such sign or other advertising structure may be removed or al-
tered at the expense of the permittee or owner of the property upon which itis
located or legal action may be taken to force compliance with this ordinance.
The Zoning Officer shall refuse to approve and the City of Circle Pines shall refuse
to issue a permit to any permittee or owner who refuses to pay costs so
assessed.

C. The Zoning Officer may cause any sign or other advertising structure which is a
safety hazard to persons to be removed summarily and without notice. The Zon-
ing Officer may cause any temporary sign erected not in conformance with the
Sign Ordinance to be removed summarily and without notice or legal action may
be taken to force compliance with this ordinance.

1330.11 Violations and Fines .

Subd. 1 If the Zoning Officer shall find any permanent sign in violation of the terms of this
ordinance, a written notice shall be issued to the owner, and/or possessor (tenant in possession,
operator or manager of the premises on which the sign is located), specifying the violation and allow-
ing the time period specified in Section 1330.10 above in which to correct or remove the violation.
After the expiration of the time period specified by written notice, if the violation is not corrected or
discontinued, the owner and/or possessor of said property shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and each
day of violation after the initial time period as specified by written notice shall constitute a separate
offense.

It shall be unlawful to display any temporary sign in violation of the terms of this ordinance. The owner,
and or possessor (tenant in possession, operator, or manager of the premises on which the sign is
located) of said property shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and each day of the violation shall constitute
a separate offense.

1330.12 Appeals . A permit applicant or permit holder may

appeal any order or determination made by the City Zoning Officer pursuant to this Ordinance by filing
a notice of appeal with the City Administrator requesting a hearing before the City Council. The City
Council will hear:
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a.

Appeals where it is alleged that there is an error in
any order, requirement, decision, or determination made
by the Zoning Officer in the enforcement of this Ordinance.

Requests for variances from the literal provisions of
this Ordinance as provided for in Section 1310.03.

Non-conforming Signs

Any temporary or portable sign that was non-conforming
prior to the adoption of this Ordinance shall be made

to comply with the requirements set forth herein or

shall be removed within 10 days after the adoption of
this Ordinance.

Any permanent sign that was non-conforming prior to the
adoption of this Ordinance shall be made to comply with
the requirements set forth herein or shall be removed
within 180 days after adoption of this Ordinance.



