
City of Circle Pines  
Summary of the Sign Ordinance 

 
Temporary Banner Sign 

 
Banner Sign Permit Needed  

1. Banners will be set back at least ten feet from all property lines and not 
permitted in the 25 foot clear vision triangle. 

 
2. Banners shall not exceed 200 square feet . 

 
3. Banners shall be on existing fences, accessory buildings or principle 

building facades. 
 

4. Businesses shall be allowed a maximum of 4 permits in the calendar year. 
 

5. Each permit shall be 30 days or less. 
 

6. No temporary sign permit shall be issued to any business found to have 
violated the provisions of the sign code 2 or more times in any 12 month 
period. 

 
7. Fee for banner signs is $20.00 

  
 

Special Events Sign 
Sign Permit Needed  

1. In all zoning districts a permit can be issued for no more than 7 days and 
not more than 1 time a year.  

 
2. Banners will be set back at least ten feet from all property lines and not 

permitted in the 25 foot clear vision triangle. 
 

3. Fee for a special events sign is $20.00. 



 
Signs that don’t Require a Sign Permit 

 
1. Contractor's vans or trailer parked at a construction site during actual 

construction, provided the primary use of the vehicle is for storage or office 
and that the advertising matter pertains only to the contractor. 

 
2. Owner's name or other advertising on service or delivery vehicles 

 
3. Official traffic signs and signals. 

 
4. Governmentally authorized historical markers and signs essential to 

provision of governmental services. 
 
5. Official governmental information signs. 

 
6. Interior signs and building directories not readily visible from a public right-

of-way. 
 
7. Name plates or identification signs under two (2) square feet in area bearing 

the name and/or address of the occupant. 
 
8. Small signs  

a. Signs shall not exceeding four (4) square feet in area containing no 
advertising and displayed for convenience of the public to identify rest 
rooms and freight and service doors.   

b. Entrances and exit signs may contain name of business and proper 
directional information; i.e. enter or exit; and shall not exceed four, (4) 
square feet in area. 

 
9. Signs for garage,  yard, or similar household sales. 

a. Signs shall be placed only on private property with the consent of the 
property owner. 

b. The signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area and may not 
exceed four (4) feet in height.  

c. The signs may be displayed for no more than ten (10) days. 
 

10. One temporary unlighted identification sign may be installed upon a 
construction site in any district denoting the name of the owner, architect, 
engineer, financial institution, contractor and subcontractor, provided that 
such signs do not exceed district area requirements for ground signs. 

 
11. Political Signs.   

a. Political Signs shall be permitted on private property only, provided 
that the property owner's permission has been obtained. 



b.  A maximum area of nine (9) square feet for each premise in a 
residential zone and maximum area of thirty-two (32) square feet in a 
commercial or industrial zone.  

c. These signs shall be located on private property and shall not be less 
than fifteen (15) feet from the nearest edge of the pavement and fifty 
(50) feet from the nearest curb line intersection of any street or road. 

d. These signs may be erected beginning August 1, and removed no 
later than ten (10) days following the general election.  

e. Signs placed in violation of this Section are subject to immediate 
removal.   

 
12. Open House Directional Signs. Off site open house directional signs for 

individual homes are allowed subject to the following: 
a. Signs shall be erected for not more than forty-eight (48) continuous 

hours. 
b. Such sign shall be freestanding, and shall not exceed six (6) square 

feet.  
c. Maximum height shall be four (4) feet.  
d. No more than three (3) signs for any single open house shall be 

displayed within the City at any given time. 
e. Open house directional signs shall not be placed on vehicles. 
f. Signs shall be at least ten (10) feet from the curb or shoulder of the 

road. 
 

13. Real Estate Signs. On-site real estate signs for the sale or lease of property 
are allowed subject to the following regulations: 

a. One (1) sign per street frontage is allowed. 
b. Residential signs are allowed six (6) square feet in area and six (6) 

feet maximum height. 
c. Nonresidential signs are allowed thirty-two (32) square feet maximum 

in area and twelve (12) feet maximum height. 
d. Real estate signs shall be removed upon sale or lease of the property. 
e. Signs shall be at least ten (10) feet from the curb or shoulder of the 

road. 
 

14. Security system signs. Signs identifying the presence of a security or alarm 
system are allowed on the property containing the security or alarm system 
in question but may not  exceed two (2) square feet. 

 
15. Home occupation signs. Signs that are advertising a business located at a 

residence may have one (1) non-illuminated sign not exceeding (2) square 
feet and no more than six (6) feet in height. 

 
 
 
 



Prohibited Signs 
1. Bench signs. 
 
2. Bus shelter signs. 

 
3. Motion signs. 
 
4. Painted signs, signs painted directly on a building, fence, tree, stone, or 

similar objects. 
 

5. Projecting signs. 
 

6. Right-of-way signs prohibited in public right-of-way except for government 
signs or other signs specifically allowed by this chapter. 

 
7. Roof signs. 

 
8. Signs on Utility poles.  

 
9. Flashing signs. 
 

10.  Exterior neon light signs 
 
      11. Portable signs. 
 
       12. Searchlights or beacons.  
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